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Dear Friends 

                                  It has been a very full time of ministry and family life since our spring update.  It was 

so busy in fact that we missed the deadline twice for submitting our paper newsletters to you   so this 

note will take place of any paper letters that we will send you this summer.  

It’s great that the Lord has brought us so many ministry events to be a part 

of but as a result we just couldn’t fit everything in.   In May our town 

decorated it’s streets for some upcoming May Day festivities.  Each town 

puts up a large maypole in its center and people gather for food and 

festivities.  Also in May cherry season began 

in our town.  We have been continuing to 

form relationships with our neighbors who 

are all retired and non believers.  Our 

neighbor across the street has gardens in our 

town and he graciously shared with us 

pounds and pounds of cherries.    Our other 

neighbor invited our girls to have a post Easter egg hunt in her front yard.  The Lord is continuing to 

grow these relationships and we pray for more opportunities to share Christ’s 

love with them.   

May also was full of ministry events as we wrapped up the year with all of our 

high school young adults.  I have never 

seen our calendar so full!  We hosted 

Eric’s small group of six guys over at our house for an all nighter 

and an end of the year BBQ dinner.  It has been a great year of 

growth getting to know these guys better and I love seeing them 

hug Eric at work when they see him.  Next year when they are 

Seniors Eric wants to meet with them for a longer time period so 

that He can go more in depth with them before our time with 

them ends.  He plans on taking them through a book on 

becoming Godly men.  In May we also hosted Eric’s AP Biology class for a final BBQ after they had 

finished their final AP Exam.   

 

 



What a wonderful group of students mostly seniors, many of whom are 

headed off to college with plans to return to the mission field.  It was a nice 

sunny day great for spending time outside in the hammocks and then ending 

with the ceremonial burning of the Biology class notes  

 

 

 

 

   

Because we like having people in our home we decided 

to finish May off with having my Ladies Bible study I lead 

over for a final time of fellowship and encouragement.  

All of these events are made possible through your 

monthly giving.  All of the food and gifts that were given 

were from our ministry funds.  Thank you for being an 

integral part in our ministry of educating, encouraging, 

and transforming lives here in Germany.                      

 

Eric wrapped up his years of teaching mainly science in June and is now preparing for becoming the 

head of the Bible Department.  He will continue to teach one section of AP Biology in the fall and then 3 

sections of the new Bible curriculum that he helped to revamp this last Spring.  He will be teaching all of 

the Seniors in the class “The whole Person”.  This class was inspired by one that Eric took in college that 

really impacted his life.    The goal is to challenge the seniors as they move into adulthood to really think 

about where they have come from and where they are headed, all through a Biblical lens.    

 

 



One of the books he will be using is called “Changes that Heal” by Henry Cloud.  Eric is excited to finally 

be teaching many of the classes that he is passionate about.  He is also preparing this summer for the 

other grade level Bible curriculum and working on helping the new incoming teachers for their first days 

at school.   

Kayla turned 11 yrs old in June.  She celebrated with a 

horse cake and wanted a mad scientist party with her 

whole class.  Eric and I found some kid experiments and 

only managed to burn a few fingers in the class   Fun 

was had by all as we exploded soda into the air and 

mixed milk with exploding food coloring.   Kayla has a 

real inquisitive mind 

for science and loves 

to read.   She is 

continuing to mature 

and I see growth in her as she works with her Autism and trying to 

bring her emotions under control.  She will be going into 5th grade 

this year and starting a new school.  Our school is moving the 5th 

grade to the Junior high campus a few towns away.     

June also brings with it an end to our ministry year and the graduation 

of another class.  I love experiencing graduation here as the school is 

very intentional about making graduation personal.   Even though it 

takes an hour each student is read comments about them from staff 

and students for encouragement as well as a verse said over them in 

blessing as they leave Germany.  It is a wonderful time of celebration 

with them.  Afterwards there is much crying as dorm students say 

goodbye to their “2nd parents” and also say goodbye to the guys/girls in 

their dorm who have become like brothers/sisters to them.    The bonds 

they have formed here last many a lifetime.  I have included a picture of 

one dorm who all wore fake moustaches in memory of their dorm dad 

who had a unique one. 

We love living cross culturally.  Though it has its challenges 

the depth of things we have seen and experienced we would 

never trade.  From receiving pictures of students reading 

Biology books in the dead sea while on a missions trip to 

sponsoring other kids on trips to Jordan to help refugees, our 

life has been full this year investing in the next generation and 

we thank God for it. 

 



    

  

 

 

We are moving into our 10th year of serving God overseas.  Many of 

you who are receiving this have been supporting us and 

encouraging us from the very beginning and we are thankful for 

each and every one of you.  Without you, all of our ministry would 

not be possible.  Thank you for giving of yourselves, working hard to 

send in our gifts each month, and sometimes sacrificing to give 

yourgifts even though financial times are hard.  We are so 

appreciative! 

 Would you pray for us these next few months in the following 

ways 

For Eric: He is dealing with a new possible diagnosis of an 

autoimmune disease that affects his thyroid function which causes 

some fatigue, wisdom as he prepares to lead the Bible department 

and guiding the Bible curriculum next year. 

            For Kara: Patience to help Kayla through summer school each day, 

wisdom for parenting, complete healing of a persistent foot injury for the 

past 3 months. 

Kayla:  Patience during summer school time, continued growth in 

maturity for handling her emotions, transition to a new school/teacher. 

Emma:   Growth in patience with her sister and her walk with God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


